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May 1999

A very successful trip to the May Festival in 
Rinteln has just taken place from 5th to the 

10th May. A party of 30 from Kendal and the 
surrounding area went by coach via the North 
Sea for a three day visit to our twin town.

We were met by our hosts on Thursday 
afternoon, many of whom we already knew from 
previous trips. On Friday, we were taken to a lake 
to the north of Rinteln called the Steinhude Meer. 
Eels caught in the lake are smoked and sold by 
all the shops and cafes in the small town on the 
lake shore. We were taken by traditional wooden 
boats to a small island to visit a fort. 

In the afternoon we returned to Rinteln, 
where we had been invited by the Mayor to 
attend the opening ceremony for the May 
Festival. After beer and schnapps in the civic 
bar, the opening ceremony was performed in 
the market place, following which the Mayor 
and his guests toured the fair. It is a tradition 
that the Mayor declares 
that rides are free for 
his guests during his 
tour.

At the end of the tour 
we descended on 
another pub for beer, 
wine and Schmalz 
(bread with dripping 
and ham!).

Saturday was spent with host families. Some 
went to Hameln, the Pied Piper town. Others 
stayed in Rinteln or visited the surrounding 
villages. One person even went shopping in 
Hannover. In the evening, we took a stroll up 
a nearby hill to the Klippenturm, a tower with 
a superb view over Rinteln and along the 
river Weser. There also happened to be a pub, 
and barbecued bratwurst with salad was 
provided.

The visit was over much too soon. For those 
who had been before, it was a chance to meet 
friends and increase their knowledge of 
German and the Rinteln area. First time 

visitors like myself were able to make friends 
with our hosts and experience a little of the 
German way of life. I am sure that many 
friendships will be maintained, with 
exchange visits taking place over the coming 

years.

I stayed with a family in 
Kendal Strasse! This 
residential street, ten 
minutes walk from the 
town centre, was started 
three years ago, and is still 
not quite finished, 
although there are over 
100 families there. It is a 
designated "child-

friendly" street, paved with bricks and with 
flower bed obstacles to prevent cars driving 
fast. Children can play in complete safety. 

June 1999

New secretary - We are pleased to welcome 
Pam Flitcroft as our new Secretary.

Elephant Yard - The Association intends to 
commission a work of art to be affixed in 

A fairground ride at the Maifest
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Rinteln Square within the new shopping 
centre. Designs are being investigated, and 
sponsors sought. A fund has been started with 
£500 of the Association's money and £250 
from the Chairman's fund (SLDC). Any offers 
of funding will be gratefully received.

Visits to Rinteln - The Kendal & District 
Table Tennis League is visiting Rinteln at the 
beginning of July. They have been invited by 
their hosts, the Strücken table tennis club, to 
help celebrate their 
40th anniversary.

The Westmorland 
Step & Garland 
Dancers will visit 
Rinteln in August, 
and will perform at 
the Altstadt festival. 
They may also 
perform at a 
neighbouring town 
during their stay.

Visits from Rinteln - 
The Rinteln Madrigal 
Choir is to visit 
Kendal in October. 
One concert has been 
arranged for the 20th 
at the United Reform 
Church, and another concert at another venue 
is to be held on the 18th or 19th.

Coffee Morning - The Association has 
secured a coffee morning at the Town Hall on 
Friday 8th October. Helpers, cakes and raffle 
prizes will all be greatly appreciated. 

September 1999

Since the last update, there have been visits to 
Rinteln by the Table Tennis Association and 

the Westmorland Step and Garland Dancers. 
Reports on both visits appeared in the Gazette.

Coffee Morning -The coffee morning will be held 
on Friday October 8th at the Town Hall. Please 
support it if you can. Any donations for the cake 
stall or raffle prizes will be welcomed (to Philip 
Ball please).

Annual General Meeting - The Association's 
AGM will be held on Friday 15th October at 
the County Hotel at 7:30. It will be followed 
by a social get-together (£4.50 each including 
buffet).

Rinteln Madrigal Singers - The choir from 
Rinteln will be arriving in Kendal on Sunday 
17th October. The provisional programme of 
events is:
- Sunday evening - reception supper

- Monday - excursion to 
Grange and Sizergh 
Castle
- Monday evening - 
rehearsal with Kendal 
Concert Band 
- Tuesday - excursion to 
Holehird gardens and 
Grasmere 
- Tuesday evening - 
concert at 
Stricklandgate 
Methodist Church 
- Wednesday evening - 
concert with Kendal 
Young Singers at the 
United Reformed 
Church.
- Thursday morning- 
depart for Rinteln

October 1999

The Annual General Meeting took place on 
8th October at the County Hotel. Around 

twenty members attended, plus two new 
members, the Mayor and Mayoress, and the 
Chairman of SLDC. Jim Quincey reported on the 
year gone, and the successful visits that have 
taken place. These included the placement of a 
student nurse at Westmorland General Hospital 
for several weeks' work experience.

The fund raising for the Elephant Yard artwork is 
progressing, with around £5,000 received or 
promised so far. £8,000 is required for the 
project to proceed.

The Association's officers were all re-elected. 
The meeting was followed by a buffet supper.

The Klippenturm



The visit of the Rinteln Madrigal Choir from 
17th to 21st October was a great success. 
Around 60 people attended the Tuesday 
concet at Stricklandgate Methodist Church to 
hear a programme of mainly church music. 
Some members of Kendal Concert Band 
accompanied the choir for part of the concert. 

The Wednesday concert in the United 
Reformed Church was a programme of 
"international songs". The audience of around 
80 were treated to a performance of high 

quality, not only from the Rinteln choir, but 
also the Kendal Young Singers who sang 
either side of the interval.

The choir members were taken on several 
trips during the stay, including Sizergh 
Castle, where a photograph was taken for the 
Gazette (22/10/99).

Please note that subscriptions are now due 
(£2 for individuals, £5 for corporate 
membership).

News 2000
EIN FRÖHLICHES WEIHNACHTEN 

UND EIN GUTES NEUES JAHR!

Welcome to this Christmas special edition 
of the Kendal-Rinteln Association 

newsletter. I’m sorry that there has not been a 
newsletter for some time. However, we will 
endeavour to produce it more frequently in 
future. This would of course be 
made easier if there were budding 
journalists dying to get into print. 
So if you feel able to make a 
contribution, on any subject 
vaguely relevant to twinning and 
Germany, then please let us have 
it!

The last twelve months have seen 
a fair amount of activity, and the 
year 2000 is set to be even busier, 
with at least three visit from 
Rinteln on the cards.

In May of this year, the 
Association organised a coach trip 
to Rinteln for individuals. Thirty five people 
went for what was another memorable visit to the 
May festival, with hospitality being extended by 
the Bürgermeister.  More recently, the Rinteln 
Madrigal choir came in October. This was their 
second visit to Kendal. John Handley was one of 
the organisers at this end, and below he lets us 
see his diary of the events. Also in this issue are 
reports on visits to Rinteln, the open trip in May, 
and a visit by the Table Tennis League in the 
Summer. Rchard Pealing keeps us informed 
about the Elephant Yard project.

John Handley’s Diary

Another enjoyable twinning event. The second 
visit for the Choir, and this time, Sunday to 
Thursday, gave us more opportunity to get to 
know our visitors. Only fifteen choristors stayed 
with hosts, the other 27 stayed in Headlands & 
Glenholme guesthouses and the Highgate Hotel.

Sunday evening hosts and 
visitors shared a traditional 
Hotpot supper at Ye Olde 
Fleece Inn where many 
friendships were renewed.

Monday morning dawned 
bright and sunny, the party with 
Arno Tauber (interpreter), 
Janette & Zara and myself 
(guides) bussed to Grange over 
Sands. They walked the 
promenade from the station to 
the swimming baths avoiding 
the main street shops viewing 
the vast expanse of nowt but 

sand and sparta grass. Continued via Cartmel 
onto the Lindale bypass to see a glorious 
panorama of Morecambe Bay, the penines and 
Howgills round to the Lake District Mountains. 
Arrived early at Sizergh, looked round the 
gardens (photocall Westmorland Gazette), lunch. 
Castle tour, Deutsch brochures provided. 
Evening rehearsal.

Tuesday, another bright sunny day. To Holehird. 
Brief introduction from a member of the 
Lakeland Horticultural Society before a pleasant 

The Nightwatchman (Der 
Nachtwachter)



hour viewing the gardens. Journey over 
Kirkstone pass interrupted at Mike Middleton’s 
request for a stop at the Inn to celebrate a choir 
member’s Geburtstag in Rinteln fashion. 43 of us 
crowded in for alcohol and singing. Lunch taken 
in Pooley Bridge before looping round by Penrith 
via A66 to Keswick. Return through central Lake 
District with mobile commentary on main 
features in glorious sunshine. To Kendal for final 
rehearsal for evening concert with Kendal 
Concert Band. This concert in Stricklandgate 
Methodist Church was enjoyed by an audience of 
close on 100. The evening degenerated into an 
alcoholic haze in the Union Tavern into the early 
hours.

Wednesday, not such a bright day, but visitors 
explored Kendal, the street market and shops 
independently. The only fixed features on the 
programme were the reception by Councillor 
Austen and Marilyn Robinson in the Mayor’s 
Parlour and traditional fish and chip lunch in 
Ellis’s. Afternoon rehearsal in United Reformed 
Church with Kendal Young Singers. Their 
combined evening performance was again well 
supported and enjoyed despite competition from 
other musical events in the area. The evening 
finished off at the Brewery.

Sadly departure came on the Thursday. Prayers 
for the Choir’s safe crossing Hull-Rotterdam that 
night were much needed!

Table Tennis Visit to Rinteln

The visit to Rinteln this year had the same 
aims as previous trips, consolidation of 

friendships formed in past visits, the introduction 
of new Kendalians, and the continuing emphasis 
on the introduction of younger table tennis 
players to the concept of town twinning. 
However, this year was a special celebration, the 
40th anniversary of the Strücken Table Tennis 
Club.

The party consisted of 18 TT players from 
Kendal:- Margaret Dixon, Joyce Tallon, Paul and 
Ben Metsers, Lyndon Dixon, Gordon Dwane, 
Nick Markley, David Wood, Colin Pratt, Alan 
Hyde, Mathew Clinton, Tom Clifford and the 
Dixon Family of Philip, Janette, Zac, Zeke, Zoe 

and Zara.

Travel this year was in private cars and proved to 
be very successful, comfortable and inexpensive.

Leaving Kendal at 9.00 PM on a Tuesday 
evening, a leisurely overnight drive to Dover and 
an early morning ferry landed us in Calais at 
9.00AM (French time) ready for an Autobahn 
route all the way to Rinteln. We were met by our 
German friends at the Dorfschanke and treated to 
a reception buffet by Gerhard, Gabi, Karl-Heinz, 
Waltraut, Christine, Gudrun, Kai, Sabene, 
Marcus, Irene, Detlef, Melanie, Katerin, Dieter, 
Monika, Torsten, Dominik, Christian, Helmut, 
Gerda, Horst, Annette, Jurgen and Andreas.

After introductions to our host families most 
people retired to the host houses for the night. It 
had been a long day.

The weather throughout the stay was fantastic, 
blue skies, hot sun and calm. Strücken was in the 
middle of a 10 week heatwave and so the first 
job on the Thursday was to locate our private 
swimming pool and take a dip. The pool was 
available for the week and most people took 
advantage, sometimes several times a day.

Different people did different things throughout 
the day, mainly with their host families, 
shopping, sightseeing, and visits to places of 
interest. A lovely relaxed day.

Evening was spent in the Dorfschanke (the local) 
for German lessons mixed with drinks. Friday 
morning was spent in Rinteln, shopping and 
sightseeing with a conducted tour of "Weser 
Gold" in the afternoon. Weser Gold is the largest 
soft drinks manufacturer in northern Germany 
and after an interesting tour with much sampling 
of the products, we were given many crates of 
drinks to take away with us.

Saturday was TT Tournament day. The match 
this year was low key and simply consisted of a 
doubles Tournament with German and English 
players mixed one on one. Winners were Ben 
Metsers and Marcus Brandt and the Trophy was 
held by Strücken TTC.

The highlight of Sunday was the 
"Fruhschoppen", a day long, open-air party held 



at the TT centre with a traditional German 
Oompah band, lots of speeches, a wonderful 
barbecue and of course lots of drinks of all types. 
The weather was of course hot and a good time 
was had by all.

Sunday evening was spent in the Dorfschanke 
and the long goodbyes began at 10.00 pm before 
we took our leave at 11.30 pm for the drive 
home, which was uneventful and comfortable. 
Next year, 2000, the visit will take place in 
Kendal and a great deal of planning and fund 
raising will be necessary.

Janette Dixon

Rinteln Madrigal Choir Visit
(A Band’s eye view)

When, over 12 months ago, Mike Middleton 
first asked if, when the choir came to 

Kendal, it would be feasible for Kendal Concert 
Band to accompany the choir in one of their 
concerts. I willingly agreed not knowing what 
problems we might encounter.

Through the post one day came a packet of music 
for the two items which Karl Appel, the choir 
director, thought might be suitable. One or two 
problems then presented themselves; the music 
was for Organ, Strings and Choir, and given that 
in a wind band there are neither strings nor an 
organ, this meant some transposition of the parts 
for band. Not a major problem, but then arises 
the task of suitable voicing (range and pitch of 
instruments) to blend with the voices. The arrival 
of a tape recording of the choir with string 
accompaniment gave a better impression of what 
was required, namely to 'sack' the Brass and 
saxophone sections and resort to a woodwind 
'backing group'. This seemed to work quite well, 
with one or two re-writes along the way.

On the day,the choir were, I think, pleasantly 
surprised (and yours truly greatly relieved!) that 
the re-working from the original organ and 
strings to reeds was a success. It wasn't untill the 
rehearsal on the evening prior to the concert that 
any of us knew whether or not it would succeed. 
Hopefully we will be able to repeat the process 
on a future visit.

Jim Quincey

Hosts Required!

A band from Rinteln will be in Kendal from 
April 15th to 18th 2000. If you can be a 

host for the period, please contact John Handley 
on Kendal 722871.

The Elephant Yard Artwork Project

You may have noticed that the central square 
in the new Elephant Yard shopping centre 

has been named Rinteln Square. The Association 
decided that it would like to commission an 
artwork in the square to provide a lasting 
reminder of the twinning links between the two 
towns. The square itself is relatively small, so it 
was decided that the most appropriate artwork 
would be a large ceraminc tiled work mounted 
on a wall close to the square, featuring images of 
the two towns including coats of arms. It will be 
quite large, measuring 3 metres by 2 metres.

The Association was fortunate to find a local 
artist of international reputation in Maggie 
Berkowitz from Milnthorpe, who was keen to get 
involved, and as a result came with us on the 
May 1999 trip to Rinteln to get ideas for the 
design. It has been estimated that the completed 
artwork will cost in the region of £8,000 and the 
Association has been busy fund raising, starting 
the ball rolling with £500. The total currently 
stands at £4,125 with donations from South 
Lakeland District Council, Cumbria County 
Council, Northern Arts, Kendal Civic Society 
and the Westmorland Agricultural Society.

Applications have yet to be decided by Kendal 
Town Council, and a number of charitable trusts 
and private businesses. Although the fund raising 
is taking longer than anticipated it is still hoped 
that a commission can be awarded to Maggie 
Berkowitz early in the new year. It is the 
Association’s intention to invite the Mayors of 
Kendal and Rinteln to unveil the artwork in May 
2000.

Richard Pealing



News 2001
Rinteln Square Mural

A ceramic mural, commemorating the 
twinning, has been produced by renowned 

local artist Maggie Berkowitz. This is sited in the 
Elephant Yard shopping centre, close to Rinteln 
Square, and was unveiled by the Bürgermeister 
of Rinteln, Karl-Heinz Buchholz during the 
Medieval Fair on May 28th.

Visit to Rinteln for the Maifest 2001

The visit to Rinteln for the May festival has 
been and gone all too quickly. 43 visitors 

from Kendal and the surrounding area travelled 
by coach via the North Sea, arriving in Rinteln on 
Thursday 3rd May, where they were met by their 
hosts, and in many cases, friends.

On Friday, we were taken to a new local 
attraction, the Steinzeichen. This is an active 
quarry, where a visitor centre has been set up as 
part of Expo 2000. An underground cinema 

showed 3D films about rocks, geology and 
mineralogy. A short walk brought us to the 
Jahrtausendblick, the Millennium View. This is a 
tower with 156 steps built on top of a cliff. The 
view, unfortunately, was blocked by the low 
clouds.

Lunch at the nearby Paschenburg restaurant was 
followed by the return to Rinteln and the opening 
of the fair. The Buergermeister had kindly 

invited us to the Ratskeller (the official 
"beer cellar") in the market place for 
drinks, and welcomed us to Rinteln. Some 
stallholders arrived with teddy bears for 
the English visitors.

After the Buergermeister had opened the 
fair, we followed him on a tour of the rides 
and stalls. We were treated to free rides 
and bratwurst, ending up in a pub for more 
drinks and food.

Most of us went to Hamelin on Saturday 
morning. A guided tour of the old city was 
provided for those who wished, otherwise 
it was shopping and sightseeing. And of 
course seeing the Pied Piper was essential!

Saturday evening was a return visit to the 
Klippenturm, a tower and pub on top of a 
hill just outside Rinteln. Here we were 
treated to wurst and salad as well as the 
super views over the town.

Sunday was free time with our hosts, and 
the Table Tennis club members played a 
mini tournament at Strucken, emerging as 
winners. Congratulations to Zeke and 
Gordon.

The return journey began on Monday morning, 
but not without another nice touch. The children 
of Exten junior school, where Sue Gibbs of 
Vicarage Park school had spent Friday morning, 
met the coach and sang two songs for us, one of 
which had been specially written.

So another successful visit has been completed. 
The first- time visitors who were apprehensive at 
the start all said they had enjoyed the experience 
and would maintain their contacts in Rinteln. 
Thanks to Jim Quincey and Mike Middleton for 
the organisation.



News 2002
Mayor of Kendal's visit to Rinteln

Friday 9th August to Sunday 12th August 
2002 was a weekend of celebrations in our 

twin town. There was the opening of the 
Alstadfest, a weekend of music and 
entertainment, which was officially opened by 
the Mayors of the "three twins", Rinteln, Slawno 
in Poland and Kendal. The 
Kendal Boys Brigade and 
the Kendal Concert Band 
both performed in the 
Market Square, each 
receiving a rapturous 
reception from the 
assembled crowds.

During my time there I 
attended the official launch 
of the special postal cover 
and postmark issued by the 
German Post Office to 
commemorate the tenth 
anniversary of Rinteln's 
twinning with both Kendal 
and Slawno, and a specially commissioned 
sculpture was unveiled.

The Kendal delegation attended a lunchtime address, 
given by a member of the German Bundestag, on the 
Future of Europe. This was followed later in the day 
by an official reception at which I presented Mayor 
Karl-Heinz Buchholz 
with a silver replica of 
a Kendal Mace, 
specially 
commissioned from 
local silversmith Tony 
Kelly, and a variety of 
Kendal Snuff. Both 
gifts were well 
received and in 
exchange I received a 
banner and picture on 
behalf of the people of 
Kendal. The picture is 
in the Mayor's Parlour 
in Kendal Town Hall and the banner, because of its 
size is hanging in the Boys Brigade Headquarters in 
the Parish Hall.

The final event I attended was an outdoor concert in 
which both the Concert Band and the Boys Brigade 
Band participated and again were received with 
enthusiasm by those present. We had a fantastic if 
somewhat hectic time. Rinteln is a beautiful town 
and the hospitality is second to none. I look forward 
to making a return visit.

Avril Dobson, Mayor of Kendal

Anniversary Dinner

To celebrate our tenth 
anniversary, we had a 

dinner at the Eagle and 
Child in Staveley on the 
12th September 2002. The 
function room was full to 
capacity, with around fifty 
diners, including visitors 
from Rinteln who had 
arrived that afternoon for the 
Torchlight weekend. An 
excellent meal was enjoyed 
by all, amidst talk of all 

things twinning and much else besides.

During the evening, our good friend Mike 
Middleton, who has been such a vital link in the 
twinning over the last ten years, was presented 
with a suitably engraved whisky decanter and 
glasses set, by the Mayor.

Kendal Torchlight 
Procession 2002

As this was our 
10th anniversary 

year, some brave KRA 
members - together 
with visitors from 
Rinteln - decided to 
walk in this year's 
Torchlight Procession, 
the theme being, 
appropriately, 
"Anniversaries".

KRA was walking near the Boys Brigade Band, 
which helped to keep everyone in step. Flags and 
banners from Rinteln and Kendal were carried 

Twinning anniversary postmark

Presentation by the Mayor to Mike Middleton



around the town to promote the twinning of the 
two towns. The Dixons, helped by some other 
talented Tisch Tennis players, staged a novel 
mobile table tennis tournament which received 
lots of cheers from the crowds lining the streets. 
A very large birthday cake with 10 candles was 
carried through the town by two members, 
although unfortunately it could not be eaten, as in 

true Blue Peter fashion, it was constructed out of 
cardboard and sticky backed plastic!

We all felt that the effort had been worthwhile in 
promoting the Association to a wide audience. 
Thanks to all those who took part and supported us.

Peter & Frances Corrie

News 2003
Annual General Meeting 2003

The AGM of the Association took place on 
8th October in Kendal Town Hall. It was 

well attended, and as well as KRA members and 
supporters, there were representatives from the 
North West Twinning Federation, Windermere 
Twinning Association and Sedbergh Twinning 
Association. Windermere has, of course, been 
twinned with Diessen in southern Germany for 
several years, but Sedbergh is just starting out 
and has yet to find a suitable twin.

The main business was the Chairman's report 
from Janette Dixon. She outlined the events over 
the past year, those about to happen, and changes 
which are being made to the Association's 
management style.

These changes include the 
introduction of three sub-
committees, which can 
make faster progress for 
specific items. The sub-
committees will cover 
"Events", "Publicity" and 
"The Constitution". The 
Constitution is being reviewed with the aims of 
making it more relevant to the Association as it 
stands today, and to ensure that Association abides by 
it.

Officers were elected as follows:

Chairman - Janette Dixon

Deputy Chairman - Philip Ball

Treasurer - Stuart Bell

Secretary - Frances Corrie

Publicity & Media Officer - Jim Quincey

Public Relations Officer - Pat Towers

Billeting Officer - John Handley

Membership Secretary - Peter Corrie

The post of Records Officer remains vacant - any 
volunteers?

Torchlight Weekend 2003

A very successful visit took place from 
Rinteln over the Torchlight weekend. A 

coach filled with Gymnasts, Judo players and 
some individuals arrived in Kendal on the 
Thursday morning. After spending the afternoon 
at the Westmorland Show, they dispersed to their 
hosts for dinner. The Gymnasts visited the 
Kendal Gymn Club in the evening, where the 

float for Torchlight was being 
prepared. The float was 
completed on Friday morning.

The guests assembled outside 
the Leisure Centre in the 
evening. Two Rhoenrad wheels 
were put onto the lorry for the 
Gymnasts to give 
demonstrations during the 

procession. Some Kendal gymnasts were also on 
the float using some exercise equipment. The 
accompanying "foot soldiers" walked behind the 
float, while the Judo players, together with many 
from Kendal Judo Club, followed on.

The procession went quickly, too quickly in places, 
as the foot soldiers had to run to keep up. Mike 
Middleton did a sterling job, racing ahead to slow 
down the lorry! The float did stop at the Mayor's 
stand to give a brief demonstration to the VIP guests, 
which was much appreciated.

Saturday afternoon saw the Gymnasts return to the 



Leisure Centre, this time in the Westmorland Hall. 
The Kendal Club gave a demonstration of gymnastics 
including floor exercises, vaulting and other jumps. 
Then the Rinteln gymnasts 
demonstrated the Rhoenrad 
wheels. Some were solo 
efforts, some synchronised. All 
demonstrated a high level of 
skill in turning, jumping, and 
balancing the wheels, even 
having the wheel almost on its 
side in a "spiral" manoeuvre.

On the Saturday evening there 
was an evening meal laid on at 
the Abbot Hall Old Folks Centre, where Ursula, the 
leader of the Rhoenrad party, gave a short speech and 
presented gifts to the Kendal helpers.

On Sunday morning the visitors were taken for a 
cruise on Lake Windermere, after which some were 
taken on an impromptu walk, as the weather was so 
good. The visitors left on Sunday evening having had 
a busy but enjoyable weekend.

OPEN MEETING - Thursday 12th June 
2003

The objective of the evening was to get 
together interested parties and to relate and 

discuss their twinning activities during the past in 
order to encourage other organisations to 
participate in our ongoing activities.

Over 50 people including 
Kendal Mayor, Tony 
Rothwell, past Mayor 
Avril Dobson and SLDC 
Chairman Jean Ewing, 
gathered to hear 
presentations by several 
group representatives on 
recent twinning visits.

The meeting, at Kendal 
Town hall council chamber 
was chaired by Association 
Chairman, Janette Dixon, 
who introduced Mike Middleton, representing the 
'Rintelner Verein für Stadtpartnerschaften'. He had 
travelled from Rinteln especially for the meeting.

Making presentations were members of K Shoes 
Male Voice Choir, Kendal Open Table Tennis Club, 
Kendal Concert Band, Westmorland Step And 

Garland Dancers (Complete with a 
spirited demonstration of their 
type of dancing and music) and 
Kendal Boys Brigade. Former 
Kendal Mayor Avril Dobson 
told of her delight at 
representing the town at the 
Altstadtfest in Rinteln, at 
which a feature was made of 
the 10th anniversary of the 
twinning along with the 

association between Rinteln and the Polish town of 
Slawno.

Avril was particularly praising of the Boys Brigade 
who performed throughout the weekend (As did 
Kendal Concert Brass) and of how the boys endured 
two stints of long speeches at presentations and gave 
performances which drew much praise from the 
many people who saw them, not just Rintelners but 
visitors from all over northern Germany.

Artist Sophie Henderson gave an account of the 
exhibition of some of her work in the Sparkasse 
Bank which was officially opened by the Mayor of 
Rinteln supported by members of the local twinning 
committee.

Star of the 'show' was undoubtedly Sue Gibbs from 
Vicarage Park School who is involved in the 

twinning with one of the 
Rinteln primary schools. Sue 
gave a spirited demonstration 
of the German method of 
language teaching ably assisted 
by Maurice the Crow, a glove 
puppet who persuaded 
members of the meeting to air 
their knowledge of the German 
language. Even if some of 
them went away thinking their 
name was Maurice.

On display in the chamber 
were mementoes and photographs of the various 
groups' visits including video of Rinteln and 
performances by the Boys Brigade and Kendal 
Concert Brass. Samples of German wines were 
provided by the Association during the evening and 

Mike Mason, Boys Brigade



visitors were able to view the superb photo album 
compiled by Mrs Dorothy Faraday, the winner of the 
Gazette competition 
of a free trip to 
Rinteln, provided by 
the Association.

In August the Kendal 
Open Table Tennis 
club will travel to 
Rinteln for what has 
become an annual 
exchange with the 
Rinteln TT Club, and 
September will see a 
visit to Kendal by a 
unique Gymnastic group who perform gymnastics on 
what can only be described as large Hamster wheels. 
They will be taking part in the Torchlight procession. 

Members of the Rinteln Judo Club will also be in 
town at this time.

October will see a visit 
by up to 40 pupils and 
staff from a Rinteln 
secondary school who 
will be hosted by the 
Kendal Boys Brigade.

The evening was 
regarded as a complete 
success in achieving its 
objective, in that those 
who were in the dark 
about twinning at the 

start were in no doubt about the benefits to be had in 
these exchanges, and that the future was looking very 
bright for the twining movement in Kendal.

Westmorland Step & Garland Dancers




